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UPDATES

April brought about some big deci-
sions for the team as the school year
came to a close. Daedalus was moved
up to competition vehicle status in ad-
dition to standing as our exhibition
vehicle. The thrust measurement sys-
tem issues were identified and short
term solutions were implemented. All
teams have completed their relevant
subsystems, several iterations of oper-
ational integration testing have been
completed, and the team is nearing
its final operational test ahead of com-
petition. The team has also finalized
all competition logistics and is ready
to compete at the end of June.

Additionally, the team is looking into
completing some additional engine
testing to boost performance and bet-
ter understand certain phenomena.

Thank you to our generous SRT-4 cor-
porate and personal sponsors!

If you have any questions or
would like further details regarding
the progress of the team, please
contact our director, Alex Pages
(apages@tamu.edu), or the team
(srt@srt.tamu.edu).

235 Koldus Student Services Bldg.
1236 TAMU
College Station, Texas 77843-1236
ATTN: Mailbox 980

tamusrt.org

COMPETITION BOUND

After a full year of hard work, the team is competition bound! Entry fees, documentation,
and reports have been submitted to the Experimental Sounding Rocket Association
(ESRA) and the Daedalus rocket system is ready for flight. Additional testing is being
completed to ensure the best possible performance for the competition week.
The competition will take place June 20th through June 24th in Las Cruces, New Mexico
and Spaceport America. June 20th will consist of presentations while the following days
will be dedicated to launches. A detailed master schedule can be found on the ESRA
website. Interested parties should contact the team if they would like to see the team
compete.

ENTRY VEHICLE ANNOUNCEMENT

Due to uncertainties with engine performance and engine measurement systems, the
team shifted its competition bid to the larger Daedalus vehicle. This rocket and its
complimenting engine, Icarus, were designed to reach altitudes in excess of 20,000 ft.
Therefore, the vehicle has a greater tolerance to engine performance variations and can
be tailored to meet competition requirements regardless of any engine uncertainties.

Daedalus & NP-915 Icarus II

OPERATIONAL INTEGRATION TESTING

To ensure flight readiness, the team has been performing flight simulations, where the
rocket and launch infrastructure are assembled, integrated, and tested in a launch setting
cumulating a cold flow of the entirely assembled rocket on the launch pad. This level of
testing allows the team to catch integration errors and potential system interferences that
would be difficult to discover in another setting. Operation procedures are also tested
and modified to reflect changes which members discover when completing given tasks.

SRT-5 ANNOUNCEMENT

We are pleased to announce Jacob Pasket (jsp448@tamu.edu) as the new director for the
2017-2018 Sounding Rocketry Team (SRT-5)! Jacob has been on the team since SRT-2
(2014-2015) as both a structures member and most recently as the structures manager
for SRT-4. After receiving applications from current members, managers for SRT-5 have
been chosen. The manager group is the core of SRT and sets the standard for the rest of
team. These individuals were selected not only for the hard work and talent they showed
in their preceding years on the team, but also because of how their talents will be able to
play off of each other.
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